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THE WAY TO A WOMAN’S HEART
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When Michelle thinks about what initially attracted her to Jimmy, she says, “His wittiness, his sense
of humor...and he's a chefl” Michelle, a catering manager, has admired Jimmy's culinary skills since
they first met while both working at Disneyland Resort’s Grand Californian Hotel. Both food-minded
individuals, Michelle and Jimmy started dating in 2004 and were soon inseparable.

By 20086, the couple had bought a brand new house together.
Jimmy used this momentous occasion as the setting for his
proposal. The night they got the keys to their new house, Jimmy
carried Michelle over the threshold and, with the help of a boom
box he had brought over, danced with Michelle to their favorite
song, Jack Johnson's “Better Together” After dancing in the empty
living room, Jimmy persuaded Michelle that they kiss in each
room for good luck, beginning with the master bedroom.

They opened the bedroom door, revealing luscious
rose petals and candles that Jimmy had snuck in the house
earlier that day. Although there was no furniture, Jimmy had
set up a camping bench on which he sat Michelle down.
Throughout all of this, Michelle had no idea what was afoor
because this kind of behavior was typical of her Romeo. Even
when Jimmy knelt on one knee and whipped out a book he
had made, Michelle simply thought he was being romantic
because of the new house. Jimmy read a poem he had written
for Michelle and after the last line, he turned the page to reveal
a sparkling ring inserted in a hole he had cut into the book. It
hit Michelle finally, who was so overwhelmed with tears of joy

thar she could barely ger the “yes™ out. Once she clearly said yes,

They also had hand-passed hors d'ocuvres and miniature
pastries. Another important reason why Michelle and Jimmy
chose the Montage was because they didn't want anything to
do with the inside of a hotel. For these hospitality professionals,
that would feel like getting married at work. Instead, the
Montage allowed the couple to have both their ceremony and
reception outdoors on a gorgeous lawn overlooking the ocean.

Michelle and Jimmy didn't stress over the small
details. After coming up with a color palette of dark chocolate
brown with accents of deep burgundy and chartreuse, they
handed over the decorating duty to Nisie from Enchanted
Florist in Los Alamitos, California. Michelle reflects, “I think
when you see people’s work, sometimes you trust them and it’s
just easier for them to go for it” This philosophy worked well
for Michelle and Jimmy - the proof is in the modern Balinese-
Zen look created on the lawn. Flowers of fuchsia, burgundy
and celadon green made the lawn at the Montage light up.
Another floral element was the altar area, which doubled as a
cover for the sweetheart table at the reception.

For their small, intimate wedding, Jimmy made a
spccml 1nstrumcn(a'| music mix for the ceremony and custom

d a two-disc wedding CD titled “Concerts We've Seen...

Jimmy took her d irs for champagne and authentic New
York pizza - a favorite dish of the couple that Jimmy had sent
by overnight delivery.

It’s no surprise that one of the most important
wedding planning factors for this couple was the food. *Since
he's a chef and I'm a catering manager, we wanted to make sure
the food was top notch! Michelle says. After visiting Montage
Resort & Spa in Laguna Beach, California, the couple was sold.
“You can't beat the food at the Montage,” Michelle says. Their

buffet consisted of everything from sea bass to truffle macaroni.

Phatography Victor Sizemore, CA

and Everything in Between? *Michelle and Jimmy gave these
CDs as personal wedding favors. They also hand wrote notes
for each and every place setting, a very personal element that
allowed the couple to more closely connect with their guests.

To Michelle, that was the most important part abour
the wedding. *It’s all abour sharing that time with the closest
people to you.” Michelle says. “For us, it was about having that
day be something that we could share on a more intimate level
with each of our guests” 3
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Advice from the bride:
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